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Graham Reports Record Sum Spent On Roads 


THE “GOVERNOR CHERRY” ON ROANOKE ISLAND RUN 


The “Governor Cherry,” first ship of the State’s LCT ferry fleet, is shown here on one of its runs from 
Mann’s Harbor on the mainland to a point near Manteo on Roanoke Island. Originally a war craft purchased 
from the proceeds of war bond sales in Memphis, Tennessee, the ship was bought by the Highway Com- 
mission at a cost of $10,000 and has been completely refitted to operate as a ferry. Making a series of 
daily trips at intervals of one hour and a half, the new ferry can make a single crossing in a half-hour, 
and can accommodate an average of 22 vehicles at a crossing. 


Ninth Division Employes Get Awards Of 


Service Buttons At Lincolnton Ceremony 


Lincolnton—Gathering here on 
the evening of July 18 for their 
annual summer meeting and bar- 
becue, approximately 600 perman- 
ent employes of the Ninth Division 
heard a series of talks by highway 
officials and participated in a pro- 
gram in which 125 of their num- 
ber, including Commissioner  T. 
Max Watson, received service but- 

| tons. 


Subjects of the informal talks 
presented at the meeting included 
the safety program and the gene- 
ral construction program for the 
Ninth Division. Speakers and other 
officials present for the meeting 

: included Highway Commission 

Qa A. H. Graham, Chief 

ighway Engineer W. Vance Baise, 

| ° Ninth Division Engineer H. E. 

: Noell, State Maintenance Engineer 

B. W. Davis, State Equipment En- 

gineer S. C. Austin, and Safety 
Director James P. Dodge. 

Of the group of employes who 
received service buttons 12 men— 
Samuel B. Brinkley, Thad B. Guy, 
Edward L. Kemper, Robert F. Lay, 
Robert W. McAbee, Ivey O. Mc- 
Carthy, Earl R. McGimpsey, H. I. 


Increased Accidents 
For Past Half Year 
Reported By Dodge 


Raleigh — Totaling accident re- 
port figures from all divisions for 
the first six months of 1947, Safe- 
ty Director James P. Dodge has 
announced that highway employes 
were involved in 182 accidents, of 
which 11 were classed as non-pre- 
ventable. 

For the period from January 
through June, 1947 there were 16 
injuries to highway employes, 22 
injuries to other person, and one 
fatality as results of accidents in 
which highway personnel were in- 
volved. 

Total accidents for the first two 
quarters of 1947, Dodge reported, 
amounted to 91 for each quarter, 
but the second quarter showed an 
increase in the number of injuries 
as well as a 20 per cent increase 
in the responsibility of highway 
drivers for vehicle accidents. 

The number of minor accidents, 
Dodge pointed out, usually shows 
a substantial increase during the 


Setzer, Guy R. Smith, Tommie Lee| summer season. Outdoor work in- 


(Continued on page five) 


(Continued on page six) 


PRICE TRENDS 
AND. SUPPLY 


BY R. G. KING 
Purchasing Department 


A buyers’ market, at present 
price levels, either exists or is ap- 
proaching in most of the things 
that the public wants to buy. 
Goods of almost all kinds are in 
stock or can be had with little de- 
lay. Supplies of many raw mate- 
rials still are tight. But, even in 
these, purchases can be made at 
a price. All along the line, from 
finished products back to raw 
materials, the supply situation is 
sharply changed from a few months 
ago. 

Tires and tubes are in buyers’ 
market, and storage batteries are 
approaching one. Motorists now 
can buy the desired brand, type 
and size of tire easily, and at 
sharply reduced prices. 

Industrial equipment and trac- 
tors are being turned out at all- 
time high rates, but still not high 
enough to fill demands. At present 
rates of output, however, those 
demands are expected to be met 
by late 1947. 

Food supplies are meeting vir- 
tually all demands, at least at pre- 

(Continued on page three) 


}}concrete paving; 


7Sum Of $33,000,000 


Spent In Six Months 


Raleigh—For the period from 
January through June, Chairman 
A. H. Graham. has reported, the 
State Highway and Public Works 
Commission spent a sum in excess 
of $33,000,000 for road construction, 
improvements, and maintenance in 
North Carolina. 

Representing the biggest postwar 
increase in road work to date, the 
first six months’ work in 1947 in- 
cluded contract work to a cost of 
$17,936,932.75 for 891 miles of 
roadway; state betterment work on 
5,090 miles of roadway at a cost of 
$6,173,700; and 1,051 miles of bit- 
uminous work costing $1,712,740. 
Maintenance work on the State’s 
road system for the first half of 
1947 cost approximately $7, 750,- 
000, according to estimates prepar- 
ed by Chief Highway Engineer 
W. Vance Baise. 

Of the total amount of work let 
to contract during the first six 
months of 1947, a total of $9,150,- 
673.97 went for bituminous surface 
treatment; $3,318,790.50 for sand- 
asphalt treatment; $2,219,000 for 
$1,335,805 for 
grading and $549,827 for struc- 
tures of all sorts. 

Calling attention to the fact that 
postwar emphasis in North Caro- 
lina is being placed on construc- 
tion and improvement of secondary, 
or farm-to-market roads, Chief En- 
gineer Baise has estimated that the 
period from January through June 
of this year saw the addition of 
approximately 800 miles of new 
surfacing to the secondary system, 
either through work let to contract 
or done by State Highway forces. 

Secondary roads benefited by al- 
most all of the $1,712,740 spent for 
bituminous treatment throughout 
the State. Drag retreatment, cost- 
ing $904,225 was the most ecommon- 
ly used process in bituminous work, 
but of the total amount of the bitu- 
minous funds, $469,860 was spent 
for new treatment. 

Involving treatment of 5,090 
miles of roadway, state betterment 
work done during the first six 
months of the year cost $6,173,700 
and included application of 1,484,- 
991 tons of stone and gravel, 521,- 
868 tons of sand, and 752,554 cubic 
yards of topsoil to existing roads. 
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FERRIES 


Purchase by the State High- 
way and Public Works Com- 
mision of two surplus LCT’s 
for use as ferries on the Roa- 
noke Island and Alligator 
River runs is currently pro- 
mpting requests from the 
eastern divisions for even 
more ferries. 


Unfortunately, highway 
funds are not unlimited, and 
is is impossible to supply war- 
surplus ferries for all of the 
coastal communities which 
might use them to good ad- 
vantage. Despite this fact, 
the Highway Commission is 
continuing to explore the pos- 
sibility of adding several ot- 
her boats to the State’s ferry 
”*fleet.”’ 


In past years, hopes of many 
eastern Carolinians have run 
high at the thought of new 
bridges to give them ready 
access to all other points on 
the highway system. But brid- 
ges are costly and funds are 
limited, so the supply of brid- 
ges, like the supply of ferries, 
‘has not yet balanced with the 
demand. 


Future plans of the High- 
way Commission envision no 
neglect of any section or area 
of the State, however. To pro- 
_ vide adequate road facilities 
for all sections and areas of 
North Carolina will take time, 
but those who need improve- 
ments worst may rest assured 
that priority is being given 
to their claims on highway 
service from the State. 


PUBLIC REPORT 

Noting that highway ex- 
penditures for the first six 
months of 1947 have exceed- 
ed the sum of $33,000,000, 
Highway Commission Chair- 
man A. H. Graham has re- 
leased to the public a report 
which outlines recent high- 
way progress in North Caro- 
lina. 


In making public some of 
the activities of the highway 
staff for the first half of this 
year, the Commission Chair- 
man was able to give the aver- 
age citizen some idea of the 
scope of the State’s highway 
system and the problems in- 
volved in improving it. 

A state highway system, 
like Rome, was never built in 
a day, and many years of hard 
work by many of North Caro- 
lina’s citizens have gone to 
make the Tar Heel road sys- 
tem what it is today. 


Unlike some other State as- 
sets, the North Carolina high- 
way system is a _ tangible 
thing, of vital importance to 
every citizen of the State. Its 
faults, wherever they exist, 
are painfully - apparent to 
everyone. Its. improvements, 
when they take place, are 
sometimes overlooked. For 
that reason the six months 
report should offer some facts 
of highway progress which, 
because he made such pro- 
gress possible, should be of 
interest to each North Caro- 
linian. 


EDITORIAL COMMENT 


GOOD NEWS 


Announcement that con- 
struction work on the uncom- 
pleted links of the Blue Ridge 
Parkway in North Carolina 
will be resumed right soon and 
that ample funds for the pur- 
pose are available is gratify- 
ing to the people of this State. 

This great highway, which 
will traverse the most attrac- 
tive mountain section of Vir- 
ginia and cross North Caro- 
lina, when completed will 


prove an asset of inestimable} 


value to this commonwealth. 
As it will be one of the finest 
highways in America and tra- 
verse one of the most beauti- 
ful mountain regions in the 
nation, it may be expected to 


add to the popularity of the| 


region as a vacation land for 
people of the whole nation. It 
is reasonable to expect that 
in the next few years the num- 
ber of tourists visiting our 
North Carolina mountains will 
be greatly increased. 

The “tourist industry,” al- 
ready one of North Carolina’s 
highly important assets, will 
be very substantially promot- 
ed by the completion of the 
Blue Ridge Parkway. 

—CHARLOTTE OBSERVER. 


Escapes, Recaptures 
Almost Hit Balance 


For the first twenty days of July 
escapes from the State’s prison 
system and recaptures of convicts 
who had previously escaped ran 
almost neck-and-neck, with 20 of 
the former and 19 of the latter. 

During the 20-day period three 
prisoners each escaped from the 
Yadkin, Davie and Moore County 
prison camps, with smaller num- 
bers escaping from several other 
camps. 

Most satisfying recapture during 
the month, according prison offi- 
cials, was that of Sam Thompson, 
Northampton County prisoner. Ap- 
prehended on July 1, Thompson 
would have been recaptured some 
two months earlier, had he not 
stolen the parked car of the fugi- 
tive officer who was looking for 
him in the vicinity of Newton 
Grove. 

Escape Ratings 

Escape ratings for July 1-20, 
were: 

Three Stars 
(No Escapes) 

Central Prison and all others 
with the exception of the following. 
Two Stars 
(One Escape) 

Sampson 308, Richmond 706, An- 
son 701, Caldwell 8038, Guilford 
506. 

One Star 
(Two Escapes) 

Stokes 806, Mecklenburg 704, 

Granville 504. 
Non-Star 
(More Than Two Escapes) 

Yadkin 810, Davie 804, Moore 

606. 


Today’s Chuckles 


A small boy saw a dog yipping 
down the street with a tin can and 
an old shoe tied to his tail, and 
turning to his dad inquired: “I 
say, daddy, is he just married? 

% * %* 

A man bought a parrot and tried 
to teach it to speak. Working over 
the bird, he ‘repeated for several 
minutes: “Hello, Hello, Hello.” 

At the end of the lesson, the 
parrot opened one eye and answer- 
ed, drowsily: “Line’s busy.” 

Pe ae 


He: “I certainly love to dance.” 

She: “So do I.” 

He “Shake.” 

e OR 

A farmer was anxiously search- 
ing for his cow, which had strayed 
during the night. 

“Don’t worry,” said the little 
girl from the city, “she can’t go 
far, because I saw a man drain her 
erankease last night.” 

: x O* 


Two sailors were looking out of 
a porthole at a floating log. “See 
that log, Joe?” said one. “It re- 
minds me of Washington.” 

“Washington? You mean its got 
a. wooden head?” : 

“Nope,” came the reply. “If you'll 
look closely, you'll see that there 
are 200,000 ants on the log, and 
each ant thinks he’s steering the 
log.” 

* * * 

Mrs. Jones: “I got your letter 
yesterday but I was surprised to 
see that it was dated next week.” 

Mrs. Smith: “Really? My hus- 
band must have mailed it the day 
I gave it to him.” 


JUNE RECORD 

Raleigh—For the seventh re- 
cord month in succession, North 
Carolina highway traffic last 
month set a new June high, ac- 
cording to Statistics and Planning 
Engineer James S. Burch. 

On ‘an average June day this 
year a total of 52,820 vehicles 
passed the State’s 20 automatic 
checking stations. Figure for the y 
average June day of last year cf 
was 51,514, and the average for 
a June day in 1941 was 50,390, 
the prewar record June figure. 

More record-breaking traffic is 
expected in July and August, 
Burch said, predicting that the 
latter month this year would set 
an all-time high for Tar Heel 
traffic. The record-breaking in- 
crease in traffic he attributed to 


summer travelers who are flock- 


ing to the beaches and mountains 
in unprecedented numbers. 
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WHAT’S WRONG WITH THIS PICTURE ? 


TF 


NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL ( 


PRICE TRENDS 


(Continued from page one) 
sent prices. Last year’s critical 
shortages of bread, meats, butter 
and some canned fruits and vege- 
tables have disappeared. Sugar is 
plentiful but buying has tripled 
in recent weeks and there isn’t 
enough to support continued buying 
at that rate. - 

Steel still is tight, although pri- 
vate stocks are reported to be 


building up. Shortages of sheet and 


tubular steel are delaying produc- 
tion of hundreds of durable items. 
Steel industry expects output to be 
approximately in line with demand 
by the end of this year, however. 
Building-material supplies, for 
the most part, are sufficient to meet 
q requirements. December should 
Jsee the end of most of the remain- 
ing shortages. Lumber now is much 
easier to buy than it was a few 
short months ago,,and some types 
and dimensions can be had for less. 


Bricks, too, are much closer to de- 


mand levels. Millwork and hard- 
wood flooring remains as the really 
troublesome shortage among build- 
ing materials. Cast-iron radiation 


still is a problem, however. A few | 


other materials are not entirely 
“meeting demands, especially locally. 
They include clay sewer pipe, gyp- 
sum board and electrial wiring de- 


vices. Other building materials are 
measuring up to this year’s con- 
struction level. Cement and asphalt 
roofing are much easier .to find than 
they were a year ago., Paint out- 
put is at a record level, despite 
searcities of white pigment and 
drying oil. Distribution problems 
still cause local shortages of some 
items. 

Leather supplies are more ad- 
equate than they were a year’ ago. 
However, lightweight cattle hides 
and calfskins' are considerably 
short of demand, and, as a result, 


quotations have been higher re-: 


cently for both raw and finished 
leather in those classes. Shoe man- 
ufacturers, consequently, are warn- 
ing that their prices may have to be 
increased. These leather supplies 
should be better by the last quar- 
ter of 1947; but, for the moment, 
floods in the midwest are prevent- 
inng any quick improvement. 


In chemicals shortages probably 
are more numerous and critical 
than in any other major group, de- 
spite record output of most chemi- 
cals. Demand is at record levels, 
and distribution of scanty supplies 
is hampered by transport problems. 
Soda ash and caustic soda still are 
very scarce. The result is delay in 
ouptput of such products as soap, 
washing soda, glass and paper. 
Fertilizer output is at unprecedent- 


ed levels, but shortages still exist 
regionally, particularly in nitrogen 
fertilizers. 

In_ electrical machinery and 
equipment, production is approach- 
ing the level. of a. record demand. 
Fractional-horsepower. motors, for 
example, are, easier to get. than 
they were: last. year. In fuels, the 
searcities of 1946 have disappeared 
and others have appeared. Coal and 
coke are not the bottlenecks they 
were in. mid-1946. But petraleum 
products are becoming. scarcer. Re- 
fining and transportation problems 
are to create shortages than can 
hamper industry more and more in 
the months. ahead. Shipments of 
coal will not. be made as requested 
on orders and it is urgent that 
stock piles be: observed closely and 
that shortages reported to the Pur- 
chasing Department 30 days before 
supply is exhausted. 

Rubber stocks, onthe other hand, 
are adequate, although many users 
must take. the synthetic variety. 
Natural rubber is’ expected to be 
filling about half the domestic de- 
mands by the end of the year. 
Paper production is up 1 per cent 
over that of 1946, and paperboard 
output is about 13 per cent higher. 
Even so, there is a big gap between 
supply and demand. 


During the fiscal year 1946-47 
the Highway Commission realized 


Division Roundup 


Sixth Division 

A. W. Kerr, Senior Highway in- 
spector, resigned from the State 
Highway Commission on April 15 
last to accept a position as Fore- 
man with Cline Construction Com- 
pany. 

S. P. Swaringen, Resident En- 
gineer, has moved his office from 
Carthage to Aberdeen. 

W. T. Smith, Resident Engineer, 
will move his office from Sanford to 
Siler City as soon as suitable hous- 
ing can be located for him and 
some of the party. 

Project 5788 from Grays Chapel 
to Climax is running a little ahead 
of schedule with the soil cement 
stabilization with an average daliy 
mix of 3500 ft. R. P. Dowtin is 
Resident Engineer and the E. W. 
Grannis Company is contractor. 
Anyone interested in this type of 
construction will be welcomed by 
Inspector A. E. Hamilton provid- 
ing too many questions are not 
asked ! 

J. C. Kirkman, Gang Foreman, 
of Liberty, retired June 1 at the 
age of 67. His Highway career 
started in 1922 as*Foreman with 
Randolph County,'coming with the 
State Highway Commission on July 
ly 1981. 

Miss Anne Watson Birkhead of 
Asheboro, and a recent graduate 
of W.C.U:N.C. at Greensboro, is 
helping out in the Division office 
during the vacation season before 
going to Rocky Mount where she 
will teach commercial work in the 
high school. The Highway loses 
again! 

The following State College men 
are working in Division 6 during 
the summer months and will re- 
turn to school in the fall: 

Henry Jerome, Pittsboro; Joe H. 
Berrier,; Lexington; W. A. Blue, 
Carthage; Toney Cornacehione, 
Statesville; and C. E. Kesler, Star. 
—E. C. DARDEN, Reporter. 


approximately $307,500.00 from the 
sale of used surplus automotive 
equipment and miscellaneous junk- 
ed items such as junked tires, oil 
drums, scrap iron. Passenger cars 
have consistently brought high 
prices. Recently 1941 and 1940 
Chevrolet and Ford Coaches were 
sold at an average price of $789.21 
each. There is still a great demand 
for light weight trucks, although 
heavier trucks are becoming in- 
creasingly harder to sell. 

All in all, however, things are be- 
coming quite mixed up. Prices are 
tending to be held high in face of 
some declines in demand. 

The female cod fish lays two 
million eggs a year. 


Page Four 


RALEIGH, N. C. 


Friday, July 25, 1947 


Prison Paint Shop Is Valuable Asset To Stateg 


Shown in the above series of pictures, taken at’the Central Prison Paint Shop are W. P. Creech, superintendent of the paint shop, testing — 
a sample of paint for viscosity; a stone mill used for grinding pigment which goes into enamel and fine paints of all sorts; a three-roller 
mill used for grinding pigments which are used in the moré common types of paint; and an electrically-moved container full of paint which 
has been mixed and thinned, and is ready to be drawn off into smaller containers for final distribution. 


Raleigh—Operating at a distinct 
profit to the State of North: Caro- 
lina, the. paint.shop at. :Central 
Prison here, one of a group of 
prison industries, is currently pro- 
ducing paint.at- the rate of $100,- 
000 worth per year, and has’ re- 
eovered from wartime shortages 
which held production to $59,000 
worth of. paint. last. year. 

Manufactured. exclusively for use 
by State, Federal, and municipal 
governing authorities within ‘North 
Carolina, the paint produced at the 
Central Prison paint ..shop.is. of 
top quality, and its average cost 
runs to $2.50 per gallon, as com- 
pared with commercial paint of the 


same type’ which costs approxi-, 


mately $4.50) per gallon. 
In charge 
W. P. Creech, a graduate chemist 


who- holds a degree from Davidson’ 


College, the prison: paint, shop oc- 


cupies.a half floor inthe Prison. 


Industries Building and. normally 
employs a working force of 14 
prisoners, who work .on an eight- 
hour-per-day ‘shift..Supervision of 


the! paint shop,'as of the other pri-: 


son industries, is a’ responsibility 
of Warden H. H. Wilson and: Senior 
Accounting Clerk K. B. Bailey. 
Established by the State High- 
way and Public Works Commission 
in June 1940, the prison paint shop 
produced its first batch of paint in 
‘November of that. year, and has 
been in continuous operation since 
that time. World War II slowed 
down operation of the paint shop 
to a considerable degree because of 
the shortage of oils for mixing with 


of Superintendent! 


of paint. Almost all paint ingre- 


dients, according to prison officials, 
‘were of inferior. quality during the 


war, but are now on the market in 
better grades again. 

The actual making of the paint 
is a fairly complicated process and 
is closely watched by Superinten- 
dent Creech. Before any given type 
of paint is ‘put into production, a 
small paint mill is used to grind 
pigment with oil -and provide a 
sample. Later, when larger quanti- 
ties of paint are’ being made, pig- 
ments and oil are mixed in 20-gal- 
lon tanks to make a paste, to 
which additional oil is' later added 
before the product is completed. 

At the prison paint shop, a wide 
variety of paints can be obtained, 
ranging from white center-line 
paint, used for painting center lines 
on the State’s ‘asphalt highways, 
to floor enamel and interior paints. 
At present, paints made at the 
paint shop include’ 12 colors or 
shades of interior paint, nine shades 
of general purpose enamel, eight 
shades of interior paint, four shades 
of floor enamel, three colors of 
highway traffic paint, and ‘four 
colors or shades’ of roof: paint. 

White center-line paint is the 
type produced in the largest quan- 
tity at the paint shop, with enamel 
and interior paint coming next. 
Maximum daily capacity of the 
shop is 1,000 gallons of center-line 
paint and approximately 250 gal- 
lons of enamel and exterior paint. 
Both flat and gloss types of paint 
are manufactured. 

Since paint produced at the pri- 


the pigments to make various types | son paint shop, like products of the| 


other prison industries, is pro- 
duced by prison labor, State law 
does not allow it to be sold to 
commercial users. Sale of paint 
from the paint shop is largely a 
matter of book-keeping anyway, 
for when paint is “sold” to a 
State agency, Central Prison is 
credited with a certain sum for it, 
but the actual money does’ not 
change hands. 


In addition to State agencies 
themselves, the paint. may be sold 
to municipal bodies, county govern- 
ments and federal agencies. 


All of the, equipment. used in the 
prison...paint. shop. was. purchased 
from the John R..Wald Equipment 
Company of Huntingdon; Pa. Pri- 
soners who are assigned to work 
in. the prison paint. shop are select- 
ed by the prison . classification 
board on the basis of previous ex- 
perience, and are taught to grind 
pigments and, mix the various types 
of paints. 

Both in process of manufacture 
and’ after they are completed, 
batches of the paint are subject to 
a variety of testing methods. A de- 
vice: known as a “mobilometer’’ is 


used to test analytical balances and 


a small sample of each batch of 
paint made is kept for future re- 


‘ference. There is usually little rea- 
-son. for checking on the quality of 


a batch of paint, however, for the 


care taken in the manufacture of} 


the paint imsures that the final 
product is of top quality. Reason- 


| able price insures that demand _ will 


always equal supply. 


De You Know? 


1. In one of the 48 states it is 
possible for a county to carry on 
a 3-year federal-aid secondary pro- 
gram totaling $225,000 by putting 
up $37,500 of its own money. Do 
you know which state it is? 

2. Advertising .pays, says state 
tourist bureaus. During 1946 the 
states spent $8,500,000 to attraet 
a $6,000,000,000 tourist business. 
What is the out look for 1947? Will 
there be more tourist business or 
less? 

3. This advertisement appeared 
in a San Francisco newspaper 86 
years ago: “Wanted. Young, skinny 
fellow, not over 18. Must be extra 
bright, willing to risk death daily. 
Orphanns preferred.” What was 
the advertiser lookin for? - 

4. Coal trains are familiar sights 
on the nation’s railroads, but how 
much of all the bituminous coal 
and lignite mined in the United 
States starts on its way to con- 
sumers over highways? Is it 50 
per cent; 25 per cent; 15 per. cent; 
5 per cent? 


Outdoor Facts 


Vultures, which are supposed to 
have an exceptionally keen sense 
of smell, are actually deficient in 
this regard. 

7 * * * P 

The earliest record of a banded 
bird is that of a heron captured in 
Germany in 1710. The metal bands 
on its leg had been placed there in 
Turkey several years before. 
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Canning At Prisons 
Facing Big Increase 
Within Two Weeks 


Raleigh—With the beginning of 
the peach season only a matter of 
days away, the State’s prison can- 
neries, at Woman’s Prison in 
Raleigh at Creswell and at Carth- 
age are getting ready for a bum- 
per fruit-canning year, according 
to State Penal Director Clyde O. 
Robinson. 

Last year was also a bumper 
year for fruit, Robinson recalled, 
saying that a surplus of. prison- 
canned peaches and apples were 
still on hand in prison warehouses 
and store-rooms. At the end of last 


year’s fruit season, he said, 120,000: 


gallons of peaches and 60,000 gal- 
lons of apples had been canned by 
the prison canneries. 

This year, canning at the Wo- 
man’s Prison cannery has been con- 
fined largely to squash and snap 
beans to date, with the canning of 
tomatoes expected to begin in a 
few weeks. Measured in, peaches, 
capacity at the Woman’s Prison 
is approximately 500 bushels per 
day, with a comparable capacity of 
tomatoes or other fruits or vege- 
tables. 

At Creswell, the cannery has only 
recently been opened and all of the 
equipment is either new or recondi- 


tioned. Built especially for the can- |. 


ning of fish roe, operation of the 
Creswell plant was curtailed some- 
what this year because of the 
failure of fish to run in sufficient 
numbers. Canning capacity there, 
however, has been diverted to other 
items. 

Under normal conditions, Robin- 
son stated,.most of the prison sys- 
tem’s summer canning will be done 
at Woman’s Prison, but as the 
volume of work increases some of 
the supply of fruits and vegetables 
will be diverted to the smaller 
eanneries. In addition to the Ral- 
eigh, Creswell and Carthage can- 
eries, the Prison Department car- 
ries on canning operations at 
Caledonia Prison Farm and at 
several other camps. Capacity of 
the Woman’s Prison cannery, lar- 
est operated by the State, runs 
from 1.800 to 2,000 gallons per day, 
with a smaller output at all of the 
other canneries. 

Anticipating a year in which the 
peach and tomato seasons will al- 
most coincide, Robinson recently 
stated that “we'll be head over 
heels in canning in about two more 
weeks.” 

Turtles have no teeth, but their 
jawbones are often very sharp and 
the jaw muscles extremely power- 
ful. 


PRESIDENT PRESENTED TABLE 


Constructed by J. G. Gibbs of the State Highway Commission’s right- 
of-way department in Raleigh, an intarsia table was presented to 
President Truman at the White House on July 10. Present for the 
special ceremony were Congressman Harold D. Cooley of Nashville, 
Gibbs, President Truman, Senator Clyde R. Hoey, Senator William B. 
Umsted and Ed Rankin, Press secretary to Umstead and former High- 
way Commission Public Relations Director. (Photo by Seth Muse.) 


Action Near On Durham By-Pass Highway 
Pending Final Approval By City Council 


Raleigh — Pending final agree- 
ment between officials of the City 
of Durham and representatives of 
the .State Highway and Public 
Works Commission, first step to- 
ward construction of the Durham 
by-pass highway will begin with 
securing of right-of-way, Highway 
Commission Chairman A. H. Gra- 
ham has announced. 


The initial contract to be let, 
according to Chief Highway En- 
gineer W. Vance Baise, will call 
for grading structures and paving 
of 4.4 miles of roadway from a 
point on Avondale Drive just east 
of U.S. 501 west to a junction with 
U.S. 70. 


Designated as a_ limited-access 
highway, the by-pass route in its 
final form is planned to cover ap- 
proximately eight miles, branching 
out into two links, one furnishing 
a connection with U.S. 70 east and 
the other a connection with U.S. 15 
north. 

Contract for the first link of the 
by-pass, according to plans being 
prepared by the Highway Com- 
mission, will include construction 
of a 24-foot two-lane highway on 
one side of the right-of-way, with 
a second span of equal dimensions 
to be constructed later, including 
a median strip in the center. 

Estimated cost of the first link 
of the by-pass is $675,000, of which 


amount the City of Durham will 
pay $125,000. Cost of construction 
of a 24-foot lane on one side of the 
right-of-way. for the entire length 
of the project is estimated at $950,- 
000, and cost of completion of the 
entire project, based on present 
conditions is estimated at $3,120,- 
000. Highway engineers, however, 
have been quick to point out that 
construction of the entire project 
is not contemplated at present, but 
that construction will take place 
gradually over a period of some 
years, as funds become available. 
Decision on the final route of the 
highway has been reached after a 
series of discussions between re- 
presentatives of the Highway Com- 
mission, members of the Durham 
City Council, City Manager R. W. 
Flack, and other interested citizens. 


“DO YOU KNOW” ANSWERS 


1. The state is Alabama. Furt- 
her, it will be possible for an Ala- 
bama county to spend the sum of 
$450,000 on combined federal-aid 
and state-aid programs in the 38- 
year period by putting up $150,- 
000 of its own money. 

2. Only estimates are possible 
right now, but 29 states and the 
District of Columbia are counting 
on tourist business totaling more 
than:- $5,000,000,000 just among 
themselves. Florida expects to top 


NINTH DIVISION 


(Continued from page one) 
Vickers, Everette L. Whitworth 
and James R. Yarbro—had served 
for a period of 25 years or more 
with the Highway Commission. 

Other employes receiving service 
buttons included the following 
groups: 

20-25 Years 

James L. McClure, Alvin W. Rader, Ab- 

ner M. Reel, James D. Thompson. 
15-20 Years 


James W.- Bailey, Robert F. Barnes, 
James W. Beard, Fred Biggerstaff, Floyd 
A. Brawley, J. J. Carswell, Lawrence E, 
Cline, Ralph M. Cordell, Joseph H. Cost- 
ner, Arthur A. Crawley, Ivey B. Curlee, 
Richard’ E. Current, Martin L. Dedmon, 
William T, Devine, William T; Dyson, H. R. 
Edwards, John L. Field, Horace Fleming, 
Jess Foster, Robert L: Guy, W. C. Harrill, 
H. T. Hamrick, Ralph L. Harmon, Robert 
L. Hause, Avery Killian, Bert A. Kim- 
mons, Charles Kincaid, Sam J. Knox, 
Willaims W. Lattimore, Marsh W.° Led- 
better, Thomas -L. Moore, Hal Worth 
Morris, U. C. Nickles, George W. Noggle, 
Lester T. Noggle; Wade C. Pharr, Charles 
A: Poovey, John C: Robertson, George W. 
Rollins, John P. Sellers, Ray A. Shoe- 
maker, Arthur A. Thompson, Avery C. 
Wakefield, Daniel L. Warren, Henry H. 
Weaver, William A. White, Floyd E. 
Whitener, Horace R.: Williams, Robert V. 
Wilson, Wray E. Witherspoon, F. D. Cobb, 
F. E. Gray, C. E. Laidlew, B. R. McLain, 
F. R| McLaughlin, R. R Wilson, Ural F. 
Poovey, C. F. McRee, J. E: Burnette, C. G. 
Poston, C. E. Friday, A. B. Crocker, W. H. 
Ingram, R. W. Brown, H. B. Reaues, 
J. A. Stroud, J. C. Harris 

10-15 Years 

Avery M. Aiken, John Bradburn, Lewis 
F. Carpenter, Robert L. Carpenter, John 
I. Church, George H. Curtis, Crowson A. 
Matlock, Glen A. Mull, Harry D. Plant, 
Benjamin L. Reep, William R. Rucker, 
T. Max Watson, Malcolm Wilson, Herman 
Biggerstaff, G. W. Abernathy, F. E. Shell, 
George F. Wilson, Phil B. Brown. 

5-10 Years 

George Bennick, Edgar F. Cannon, Price 
W. Crisson, McClure Dimsdale, Roscoe B. 
Hall, Charles W. Hamrick, Hal W. How- 
ington, Walter T. Jones, Nelson A. Lewis 
Jr., Eli McCurry, Jackie T. Peeler, C. Neal 


Porter, Clyde G. Poston Jr., Charlie A. 
Rudisill, Roy P. Rudisill, Glavic M. 
Wacaster, Johnathan A. Williams, Drew 


D. Wright, J. R. Potter, Fred Alley, David 
E. Burnette, J. R. Starrette, LeRoy Boggs, 
William F.. Tisdale. 


the $605,000,000 business it did last 
year, Michigan looks for at least 
$500,000,000, Pennsylvania for 
$600,000,000 and New York for 
$1,000,000,000. Advertising is go- 
ing to increase proportionately. - 

3. Pony Express riders. The ad- 
vertisement appearted at the time 
of the birth of the service from 
San Francisco to St. Joseph, Mo. 
The riders made it with the mails 
in 10 days. 

4. According to the Bureau of 
Mines, about 92,000,000 tons or 15 
per cent of all the bituminous coal 
and lignite mined in the United 
States in 1944 started on its way 
to ultimate consumers over high- 
ways. About 40,000,000 tons or 6 
per cent consisted of complete truck 
shipments. 
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Page Six 


Raleigh — Specifications for 25 
North Carolina highway projects, 
12 Federal-aid and 13 State better- 
ment, covering 186.98 miles of road- 
way at an estimated cost of $2,250,- 
000, were advertised on July 15 in 
preparation for the July 29 letting. 

Showing a decrease in number 
from the June 24 letting of 32 pro- 
jects, the July 29 letting will in- 
clude projects in 21 counties. 


Projects in the letting are: 
Federal-Aid 

Pasquotank-Camden—Structures for three 
bridges on U.S. 17 between U.S. 158 and 
South Mills, and box culvert on U.S. 158 
3.5 miles west of U.S. 17. 

Hertford—Structures from a point near 
N.C. 97 one mile south of Ahoskie to. N.C. 
45 0.4 mile north of Harrellsville. 

Northampton—Structures from N.C. 47 
to U.S. 301 in Garysburg. 

Duplin—Grading and structures of 8.40 
miles from, a point approximately 400 
feet -east. of N.C. 41 east through Lymen 
and Fountain to Onslow County line. 

Onslow—Grading, sand asphalt base and 
surface course of 9.15 miles on N.C. 53 
from Pender County line to a point 3.44 
miles west of U.S. 258. 

Pender—Grading, sand asphalt base and 
surface course of 14.29 miles on N.C. 53 
from a point approximately four miles west 
of Burgaw to Onslow County line. 

Chatham—Grading and structures of 7.03 
miles from Randolph County line to a point 
one mile east of U.S. 421 and from a 
point north of Siler City to a point in 
Siler City. 

Rockingham—Bituminous. surface treat- 
ment of 6.67 miles on N.C. 770 between 
U.S. 220 and Stokes County line. 

Rowan—Concrete pavement and struc- 
tures of 0.15 miles for overhead bridge and 
approaches over Southern Railway on East 
Innis Street in Salisbury. 

Scotland—Grading, sand asphalt base 
and surface courses of 5.57 miles on U.S. 
74 from Richmond County line through 
Laurel Hill toward Laurinburg. 

Cabarrus—Grading and surfacing of 2.77 
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Letting Of 25 Projects Set For July 29; 
Work In 21 Counties To Cost $2,250,000 


miles from a point approximately 2.3 miles 
west of Kannapolis west toward Moores- 
ville. 

Rutherford-Polk—Grading and surfacing 
of 11.55 miles from a point on a county 
road 1.56 miles south of Spindale south to 
N.C. 9 at McGinnis Cross Roads. 


State Betterment 

Onslow—Sand asphalt surface course of 
10.60 miles on U.S. 17 from a point one 
mile south of intersection with U.S. 258 
south to Dixon. 

Bladen—Sand asphalt surfacing of 10.20 
miles on five sections of county road in 
Bladen County. 

Duplin—Sand asphalt surfacing of 12.- 
20 miles from a point 1.1 mile east of N.C. 
41, 

Forsyth—Bituminous concrete binder and 
surface course of 4.47 miles on U.S. 311 
and N.C. 150 within Winston-Salem city 
limits. E 

Robeson—Grading and surfacing of 6.94 
miles from a point on N.C. 41 five miles 
east of Lumberton northeast to Bladen 
County line. 

Mecklenburg—Bituminous retreatment of 
18.9 miles on N.C. 16 and N.C. 27 on four 
sections of roadway in vicinity of Char- 
lotte. 

Richmond—Sand asphalt surfacing of 
3.47 miles of county road between Rock- 
ingham and Hamlet. 

Rowan—Surfacing of 6.7 miles from a 
point on U.S. 70 near Cleveland to Bear 
Poplar and from Bear Poplar to N.C. 150. 

Stanly—Bituminous surfacing of 5 miles 
from Canton Church road to junction with 
N.C. 27 through Bloomington. 

Union—Bituminous surfacing of three 
sections of county road in vicinity of New 
Salem and Marshville. 

Surry—Grading and bituminous surface 
treatment of 5.80 miles from a point on 
N.C. 268 1.5 miles west of Pilot Mountain 
south to intersection with Pinnacle Road. 

Rutherford — Grading and bituminous 
surface treatment of 4.83 miles from a 
point 1.38 miles north of Ellenboro north to 
a point 2.2 miles south of Hollis. 

Haywood—Bituminous surfacing of 18.- 
89 miles on U.S. 19 in vicinity of Waynes- 
ville and from Waynesville to Jackson 
County line. 


INCREASED ACCIDENTS 


(Continued from page one) 
volves exposure to a number of 
minor hazards during the summer, 
he said, and makes it necessary to 
take extra precautions, 


Commenting on the accident re-' 


cord for the first half of 1947, 
Dodge stated, “The record shows 
the need for more care and skill in 
handling equipment. With the 
speeding up of summer time work, 
it is all the more necessary for 
drivers to be especially careful.” 


SEMI-ANNUAL ACCIDENT RECORD 


UNIT 

First Division 6 
Second Division 5 
Third Division 3 
Fourth Division 8 
Fifth Division 12 
Sixth Division 5 
Seventh Division 3 
Eighth Division 6 
Ninth Division 18 
Tenth Division 23 
Eleventh Division 1 
Bridge Mts. Dept. 1 
ALL UNITS 91 


FIRST QUARTER APRIL MAY JUNE TOTAL 


3 2 2 13 
2 2 1 10 
1 0 9 13 
4 5 3 20 
0 1 4 17 
0 2 3 10 
1 5 2 11 
2 2 1 11 
4 1 3 27 
6 2 14 45 
0 1 1 3 
0 0 1 2 
23 24 44 182 


Friday, July 25, 1947 


ASHEVILLE TRAFFIC. SURVEY 


This scene shows traffic halted at one of the checking points of the 
Asheville origin-destination traffic survey. In the right foreground is 
State Highway Patrolman Dwight Horton of Asheville, with checkers 
J. N. Rogers and A. K. Wilson interviewing the drivers of the two cars 
stopped just to the rear of the “Stop” sign. . : 


Excellent Progress 
In Asheville Survey 


Reported By Burch 


Asheville — Despite occasional 
heavy rains and other natural dif- 
ficulties, satisfactory progress is 
being made on the origin-destination 
traffic survey now underway here, 
according to James S. Burch, sta- 
tistics engineer of the State High- 
way and Public Works Commission. 


On July 18, eleven days after 
the traffic survey was begun, Burch 
reports that a total of 36,936 ve- 
hicles had been checked by the 16 
men engaged in the work. Number 
of vehicles checked to date in the 
survey is estimated at well over 
50,000. 


First of its kind in western 
North Carolina, the Asheville traffic 
survey went into operation on July 
7, with a crew of specially selected 
men doing the checking. Inform- 
ation gained as a result of the 
overall check in the Asheville area 
will be used in drawing up plans 
for future road development in the 
area. 


Public co-operation, upon which 
the’ success of the survey is de- 
pendent, has been termed “excell- 
!ent” by Burch, who says that he 
has also received all possible aid 
from city officials here in conduct- 
ing the survey. Scheduled to last 
approximately five weeks ,the sur- 
vey should be completed around 
August 11. 


Checks Both Larger 
And Smaller Follow 
Recent Pay Changes 


Raleigh—For the first time this 
month all of the employes of the 
State Highway and Public Works 
Commission will receive in their 
July pay checks the net amount of 
the 20 per cent salary increase 
authorized by the 1947 General 
Assembly, Administrative Assist- 
ant W. H. Rogers, Jr., has announ- 
ced. 

In many cases, Rogers stated, the 
amounts of the pay checks 
will be slightly less. than the 
amounts received under the emer- 
gency bonus, because of the in- 
crease in retirement deductions 
from four to five per cent, and be- 
cause of the higher insurance pay- 
ments which will result in some 
instances from the raise in salary. 

For July and successive months, 
Rogers pointed out, computation of 
compensation on salary voucher 
will be easier because of a simpli- 
fication of the form. With the 20 
per cent increase added to the total 
amount, all employes will receive 
a flat salary, upon which with- 
holding tax, retirement deductions 
and insurance payments will be 
figured. The 20 per cent increase 
in pay which all highway employes 
now get, Rogers explained, was 
figured on total base pay of each 
individual employe, not upon base 
pay plus the emergency bonus, as 
some employes had assumed. 


